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September 2026 Newsletter

Welcome Rev. Patricia Hatch!

Our new minister, Rev. Patricia Hatch, has a vision for sharing
inspiration and co-creating a thriving congregational community.
Rev. Patricia is an ordained Unitarian Universalist minister who
earned her Master of Divinity degree (magna cum laude) from Boston
University School of Theology. She has been a parish minister, as
well as a guest worship leader for over fifty congregations.

.I She was our interim Director of Religious Education from 2012 to
2013.

Rev. Patricia brings a wide variety of ministry experience including
congregational ministry, community ministry, and end-of-life
ministry. As a community minister, she specializes in officiating rites of passage ceremonies such as funerals,
weddings, and baby blessings. She enjoys poetry, nature, and inspiration of all kinds. Rev. Patricia is thrilled
to serve First Parish Unitarian Universalist Medfield!


http://www.firstparishmedfield.org/

She will be serving us in a new-to-us halftime contract minister position. If you have any questions about this
structuring of our ministry position, you are welcome to speak with any Board member.

Rev. Patricia begins her ministry with us on August 24, 2026. Sermon schedule and office hours are
forthcoming.

From your First Parish Board

The new church year will be here soon. Here is a brief timeline for what to expect.

August 24 -- Rev. Patricia Hatch* begins working with FPUU. She starts out working remotely until after
September 7. She will be reached at minister@firstparishmedfield.org starting on 8/24.

September g -- Come meet Rev. Patricia on Wednesday, September g, 6:30-8pm in the vestry. This is for all
ages. Drop infor an Ice Cream Social (nondairy available) -- low key and casual. Mark your calendar!

September 13 -- Ingathering first worship service of the new church year, 10am, for all ages.
September 20 -- The beginning of Religious Exploration program for children/youth.

Board members for 2026-27: Martha Holt, Chair; Jeanette Ruyle, Vice chair; John Bowman, Clerk; Michael
Taylor, Treasurer; At-large-- Glen D’Abate, Alison Galley, David Temple

Upcoming Services

September 13 The River of Community Rev. Patricia Hatch
A church community is dynamic like a river. The community changes over time as it ebbs and flows around
bends and over obstacles. The community provides nourishment for many as it keeps moving forward. Rev.
Patricia will reflect on how we can move forward together with vision, intention, and care. Also, you are invited
to bring water from your travels, as we will have our annual Water Communion ceremony.

September 20 TBD Rev. Patricia Hatch

September 27 TBD Rev Marc Fredette
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Notes from the Director of Music
Eva Kendrick Conley

CALL FOR MUSICIANS

gt Y 4 T < ~ HiAll'l hope you have had a wonderful summer! | just wanted to put out my
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t 2 t t ‘ annual call for choir and instrumentalists/singers who might want to lend
T d ad ad their musical talents to any of our services, either as a soloist or in a small
Add Your Voice
Our choir will be meeting most Sundays at g a.m. and will be singing

frequently during the services, like last year, and | plan to have the FPUU Family Choir sing at a few
intergenerational services throughout the year as well!

If you are interested in joining us this year in any musical capacity, please reach out to me

at evakendrick@comcast.net. The more musicians in the sanctuary the merrier! | am happy to join you for my
21st year at FPUU Medfield and look forward to sharing precious moments together, making a difference in
our community, and creating new memories together.

Deadline Reminders
FPUU Newsletter: Third Sunday of the month. Fhis-menthitisSeptember2eth-
C Order of Service: Wednesdays by 5:00 pm.
iR Office Hours: Mondays & Thursdays from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.
‘ *  Email: admin®@firstparishmedfield.org
Sandra Andreassi-Administrator

Moments for All Ages

A unique element in FPUU'’s Sunday Service is the Moment for All Ages (MFAA): a brief exchange on a subject
selected for the children but with relevance for all. This 5-7 minute presentation may be offered by the
minister, a guest speaker, or a lay member of the congregation.

Do you remember a MFAA that really struck you? We can refresh it and reuse it!
Or perhaps you've thought about something you would like to share in a MFAA.

| will be coordinating the MFAAs for the upcoming church year. Please let me know if you are interested in
offering a MFAA, or have an idea for one. We have resources to share and can provide assistance.

| can be reached at wianskbad@verizon.net or by calling/texting 508-479-2640.
Karen Wians, RE Committee member
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Religious Exploration

September Newsletter

Wow! It’s that time of year again, and we are gearing up
for an excellent time at Religious Exploration! | hope
everyone had an amazing summer, and some well earned
rest! In RE we will continue to explore themes of inclusivity,
justice, environmentalism, and much more.

Look forward to a year of crafty projects, great books,
awesome discussions, and lots of fun!

We can’t wait to see you all there!

Other things to look forward to: More game nights, movie
nights, activities, etc. RE Breakfast, RE Registration, and sign
ups to be an RE helper!

We can’t wait to see you and your kids, and to greet the
new church year with us!

See you soon!

* * Kate Ciavarra *

¥ > ¥ ¥ ¥

= ¥
I |

\
v/



Everyone is Invited!

Meet and greet Rev. Patricia, our new minister!

Wednesday, September g, 6:30-8pm in the vestry
For all ages

Drop in for an Ice Cream Social (nondairy available)

Low key and casual

The Medfield Community Market will continue every
Sunday until October 25" on the grounds behind First
Parish.

UNDAYS 9AM-1PM - 29 NORTH STREET Please beware of increased parking in the area.

MlSiDFIELI) COMMUNITY MARKET
b |




Eve Potts Celebration of Life September 10th

Our beloved Eve Potts passed away August 14 at the age of
97. Her family is holding a celebration of life at First Parish on
Thursday, September 10, 2026, 3:00 PM.

Eve Potts and her husband Charlie “signed the book” at FPUU
on Dec. 23, 1962. She has been a valued and faithful member
for nearly 64 years. We will miss her greatly.

Below is the obituary for Eve.

Eva Isabel Potts (MacQuarrie)
Monday, June 10%", 1929-Friday, August 14", 2026

Eva Potts, formerly of Medfield, passed away peacefully on
August 14 at the Residence at Charles Meadow in Millis. She
was very active in many aspects of her community
throughout her life and had a passion for life that was evident
to all who knew her.

Eve was born and lived for many years in Southern California, and met her husband, Charlie Potts, when they
were both studying at UCLA. They moved to Medfield over 60 years ago where they raised a family and made
many lifelong friends.

She taught home economics in Medfield for many years; she virtually taught a generation of Medfield
students how to cook and sew! After she retired, she was very active in all parts of the community, she was a
member of the Unitarian Universalist Church, the Garden Club, the Center for Seniors in Medfield, the Dwight
Derby House and many other clubs and group activities.

Eve will be remembered fondly by all who knew her. She is survived by her daughters, Sue Yarworth and her
husband Russ, Carol Mendoza and her husband Cesar, Mary Von Alt and her husband John, as well as her
granddaughters Michelle Mendoza Figueredo (Tim) and Cristina Mendoza (Tyler Hanlon), Kate Von Alt (Curtis
Adams), Lenna Von Alt, and two great grandchildren Jack and Claire Figueredo.

A celebration of life is planned for Thursday, September 10, 2026, 3:00 PM at the First Church Universalist
Unitarian of Medfield, 26 North Street, Medfield, MA 02052

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church of
Medfield: https://bit.ly/3UjSogB.
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“Restore Our Historic Meeting House"” Capital Campaign:
PHASE 1 UPDATE

The Capital Campaign Committee (CCC) is delighted to report on some
truly impressive achievements during the current Phase 1 of the campaign.
Major accomplishments include:

* A Capital Campaign Kick-Off event was hosted at the home of Jess and
Nate Razza on Saturday, May 2. Hors d'oeuvres and drinks were served,
followed by a short presentation by CCC chair Glen D’Abate about the
campaign and a question and answer period.

* The CCC obtained $100K in loans from First Parish members. A portion of

these funds enabled the immediate replacement of the 33-year-old asphalt
e roof and repair/replacement of compromised roof boards in April. The cost
PP upon completion was $35,500.

e First Parish was then able to install a 36-panel solar array (9x4) on the

southwest-facing roof. The work was completed in May, well ahead of a
July 4, 2026, rebate deadline. NEC Solar was paid $49,700. NEC estimates the solar array will produce 15.84
kW DC of electricity each year, which is more than 100% of the electricity needed for the meetinghouse, U-
House, and elevator.

* Because the July 4 solar panel deadline was met, First Parish qualifies for a $19,900 IRS rebate to be received
in 2027.

e First Parish will earn additional credits of $600 per year paid by Eversource back. Credits will appear as soon
as the third quarter of the year. These can be used for the installation of Heat Pump systems in a later phase
of the campaign.

* Savings on electricity have already begun. After the installation of a new smart meter by Eversource in July,
the electric bill for the Meeting House was $o Similar savings are anticipated for the U-House and elevator.

* The final portion of the $100,000 loan funded critical repairs to the steeple. These were completed in June by
Painters Pride for a cost of $12,500. The cost includes evaluation of needed additional work to be completed
in the next phase of the campaign.

* Because the clock portion of the steeple is owned by the Town of Medfield, the Town contributed $2050 to
the project.

* Speaking of the Town of Medfield, thanks to an alert from Kay Bennett about a one-time funding
opportunity, the CCC applied to the Town for a grant to repair and repaint the exterior south (front) facade of
the meetinghouse, including pillars, in preparation for the Town’s 375t celebration. In a major win for the
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Campaign and FPUU, the Town approved a grant of $32,663.28. The work will begin immediately, with a
target completion date of October 1.

With Phase 1 well along, planning for Phase 2 improvements in 2027 are beginning to take shape. Major
efforts will include the repair and repainting of the rest of the steeple, insulating the vestry envelope (walls
and windows), and upgrading the vestry HVAC system, ideally with heat pumps.

Approved at the December 2025 semi-annual meeting, the Capital Campaign has embraced the theme
“Restore Our Historic Meeting House.” Plans include deferred maintenance and improvements for the future.
The Campaign is divided into three phases, to be accomplished over the next three calendar years (2026,
2027, 2028). The Capital Campaign’s goal is to raise a minimum total pledge of $250,000, and hopes to have
all pledges recorded by the end of 2026. Other solicitations will be sent to FP friends, area businesses, and
various foundations.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our capital campaign is dedicated to restoring and sustaining our historic church meetinghouse as a vibrant
center of worship, community, and service. We seek to address deferred maintenance while preserving the
building's historic integrity for future generations. Through thoughtful stewardship, we aim to reduce energy use,
lower our carbon footprint, and improve overall efficiency. In doing so, we will strengthen our connection with the
community, creating an inclusive and enduring space that honors our past while responsibly embracing the future

Our Anti-Racism Book Group

Our Anti-Racism Book Group has been going strong for many years, and
we'd love to have more folks join us! We meet via Zoom every 6-8 weeks,
with each meeting date dependent on the availability of participants. While
most books focus specifically on anti-racist topics, we also read fiction by
authors of color and once in a while switch things up to watch a film or
listen to a podcast. If you'd like to be added to the mailing list to see what
we are reading next, email Becca Kornet at becca_kornet@yahoo.com

Tech Team Volunteers Needed

Our Tech Team would like to ask for a volunteer or two to run the service zoom call.

The tech team responsible for our service zoom sessions is looking for a volunteer

#@Q or two to fill out our crew for the year. Do you long to sit above everyone during a
service? Are you comfortable dealing with a finicky windows machine? Do you
relish the pressure of a live broadcast? Do we have an opportunity for you! &)
Please email techteam@firstparishmedfield.org if you are interested.
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The Worship and Music Committee is recruiting!

The WMC is looking for 2-3 new members to join the committee. Our committee is responsible for the
logistical support of Sunday services to ensure they run smoothly, service planning for Sundays when the
minister is off, taking feedback from the congregation, and collaborating with the minister and music director
on service elements. Individual worship associates support 4-5 services a year, typically arriving 30 minutes
before the service starts and about 15 minutes after it ends, along with one committee meeting a month. If
you are interested or have questions, please reach out to WMC chair Dewey Dewhirst

at MJDewhirst@gmail.com.

V(7
(Photo from the end of year WMC potluck at Louise's house last June)

Save the Date:

46" Annual Discover Medfield Day
Saturday, September 26t"10 am-4 pm
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s“," Green Sanctuary Committee
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Our mission is to raise consciousness about the environment, motivate for individual and systemic change,
generate commitment to community action, and promote environmental justice, recognizing that all

injustices are connected.
Items Needed for Thrift Shop for Medfield Day
Three cheers for upcycling!

Let’s do it again! We are hoping to collect a few more attractive, saleable accessories in the ‘like new’ purse,
shoe, scarf, necktie, and jewelry categories for our HUGE Medfield Day ‘Jewelry and Accessories Thrift Shop’
on Sept 26th. We already have a great inventory, but could use a few more desirable pieces, which we could
even advertise on social media. This is an important fundraising opportunity for FPUU that is being hosted by
the Green Sanctuary Committee.

. ‘?{' If possible, it would be super if you also price donated items yourself, with a piece of
painter’s tape or a tag that won’t damage the item. We ask this because you know the

value of your own lovely donations, and it can take a lot of time and research to assess

and price.

Drop-off donations can be handed directly to Kirsten and Jeanette
at church on the next two Sundays during coffee hour, in advance
of 9/26 Medfield Day, or by other arrangement. (We might be able to pick
up from you if you can’t make it to church.)

Any questions, please email or text Kirsten or Jeanette.

We are also welcoming volunteers to help at the Thrift Shop booth from 10-4 on Saturday,
9/26. Contact us if you are interested in claiming an hour or two! -Kirsten and Jeanette

New (for us) display at Medfield Day — Eversource Energy Booth
Eversource has a green energy booth display that demonstrates all the green energy appliances they support
or offer rebates including solar panels, heat pumps, heat pump hot water heaters, induction stovetops, EV
chargers, etc. The Medfield Energy Committee asked The GSC if we could provide space for this educational
display and we said Yes! Look for it in the FPUU parking lot. On g/26.
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Sanctuary Flowers
Your help is requested to ensure that we have Sunday Worship Service Flowers.
Flowers are a wonderful way to celebrate or memorialize an occasion, event, or a

loved one.
If you would like to provide worship service flowers, please contact Louise Rachin at

Irachin@comcast.net.

Medfield Food Cupboard

Please contribute non-perishable items to the Medfield Food Cupboard
I"lr.“ basket located in the narthex. Requested items are:
SR Ensure/Boost (chocolate or vanilla), Rice mixes (e.g., Rice-a-Roni),

Medﬂeld Spaghetti, Peanut butter (preferably Jif or Skippy,
Food Cupboard creamy), Jelly (preferably grape).
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Dignity Matters
FPUU supports Dignity Matters, a local non-profit that provides menstrual supplies and
: ! : undergarments to 15,000 women and girls in Massachusetts living in poverty and/or
g experiencing homelessness. Donations can be left in the box outside the U-House.
Alternatively, they have an Amazon Wish List where you can order items to be shipped
amazon directly to DM. Most needed items include sanitary pads (packages of 20, 24, 40, and
~ [T 48), adult sports bras (all sizes but particularly XL), and new adult underwear in all sizes
“ and styles. If you have questions or would like to have the link to the Amazon Wish List
emailed to you, please contact Becca Kornet.

DIGNITY MATTERS

Chaplains on the Way — Donation box located in the Vestry

Chaplains

The following items would be gratefully received

on the way by the unhoused community of Waltham
hope is found in hearts connected
3 Ib. cans of caffeinated coffee e Men's T-shirts, sizes Lg & XL
12 oz. hot cups w/lids e Yogamats - 1/2" thick

Sleeping bags
Travel-size sewing kits

Men'’s and Women’s new or gently used light
weight coats and jackets, sizes Med-XL (preferably

made from synthetic fabrics) e First aid supplies (adult size band aids, antiseptic
Men's sweatpants & hooded sweatshirts, sizes LG wipes, sterile gauze pads, medium & large, first aid
& XL tape)

Women’s sweatpants & hooded sweatshirts, sizes Contact Louise Rachin at 617-429-7319

Med-Lg with any questions.
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Sunday, September 6
Monday, September 7
Tuesday, September 8
Wednesday, September g

Thursday, September 10

Friday, September 11

Sunday, September 13

Sunday, September 20

Monday, September 21
Saturday, September 26

Sunday, September 27

FPUU Calendar of Events

Medfield Community Market/8:00 am/Grounds

Labor Day

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting/6:00 pm/Zoom

Meet & Greet Ice Cream Social/6:30 pm/Vestry

Celebration of Life/3:00 pm/Sanctuary & Vestry

Worship & Music Committee Meeting/7:30 pm/Zoom

Rosh Hashanah

Medfield Community Market/8:00 am/Grounds
Choir Rehearsal/9:00 am/Sanctuary
In-Gathering Service/10:00 am/Sanctuary

Medfield Community Market/8:00 am/Grounds
Choir Rehearsal/9:00 am/Sanctuary

Sunday Service/10:00 am/Sanctuary

Religious Exploration begins for children/U-House
Newsletter Deadline

Yon Kippur
Medfield Day/Grounds
Choir Rehearsal/9:00 am/Sanctuary

Sunday Service/10:00 am/Sanctuary
Executive Board Meeting/7:00 pm
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